
	
  
	
  

NC	
  IDEA	
  Spring	
  2012	
  Pre-­Proposal	
  Grant	
  Application	
  
INSTRUCTIONS	
  

	
  
NC	
  IDEA	
  is	
  seeking	
  grant	
  applications	
  from	
  North	
  Carolina	
  entrepreneurs	
  and	
  startups	
  for	
  
its	
  Spring	
  2012	
  Grants	
  Cycle,	
  the	
  thirteenth	
  grant	
  cycle	
  since	
  the	
  program’s	
  formation.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  early	
  application	
  deadline	
  is	
  Friday,	
  February	
  24th	
  and	
  the	
  final	
  application	
  deadline	
  is	
  
Friday,	
  March	
  9th.	
  Once	
  you	
  submit	
  your	
  application,	
  you	
  may	
  not	
  make	
  further	
  edits.	
  No	
  
applications	
  will	
  be	
  accepted	
  after	
  Friday,	
  March	
  9th.	
  
	
  
Please	
  refer	
  to	
  the	
  NC	
  IDEA	
  website	
  for	
  detailed	
  information	
  about	
  the	
  process,	
  timeline	
  and	
  
criteria.	
  
	
  
Below	
  are	
  screenshots	
  of	
  NC	
  IDEA’s	
  Spring	
  2012	
  application.	
  Several	
  questions	
  may	
  be	
  
hidden	
  from	
  view	
  because	
  they	
  are	
  conditional	
  upon	
  an	
  answer	
  given	
  in	
  a	
  previous	
  
question.	
  Please	
  make	
  sure	
  to	
  follow	
  all	
  instructions.	
  Failure	
  to	
  follow	
  instructions	
  or	
  
adhere	
  to	
  formatting	
  requirements	
  will	
  result	
  in	
  the	
  application	
  being	
  rejected.	
  	
  
	
  

• Do	
  not	
  leave	
  any	
  sections	
  blank.	
  
• Do	
  not	
  include	
  images	
  in	
  your	
  application.	
  
• Limit	
  your	
  answers	
  to	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  characters	
  indicated	
  in	
  each	
  section.	
  

Character	
  counts	
  include	
  spaces.	
  **We	
  recommend	
  completing	
  your	
  answers	
  in	
  a	
  
separate	
  Word	
  document	
  so	
  you	
  can	
  track	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  characters	
  you	
  have	
  used	
  
or	
  have	
  remaining.**	
  

• Write	
  succinctly.	
  Use	
  your	
  words	
  carefully.	
  Do	
  not	
  waste	
  space	
  or	
  time	
  discussing	
  
issues	
  that	
  are	
  not	
  directly	
  relevant	
  to	
  the	
  topic	
  you	
  are	
  addressing.	
  

• Keep	
  your	
  audience	
  in	
  mind	
  as	
  you	
  fill	
  out	
  this	
  application.	
  Your	
  audience	
  is	
  a	
  group	
  
of	
  investors.	
  Assume	
  your	
  readers	
  are	
  smart	
  individuals	
  without	
  any	
  technical	
  
background	
  in	
  your	
  field.	
  

• The	
  questions	
  presented	
  in	
  the	
  instructions	
  for	
  each	
  section	
  of	
  this	
  document	
  are	
  
intended	
  to	
  help	
  you	
  think	
  about	
  what	
  to	
  write	
  for	
  that	
  section.	
  You	
  do	
  not	
  need	
  to	
  
answer	
  each	
  and	
  every	
  question;	
  the	
  questions	
  are	
  only	
  a	
  guide.	
  

• You	
  will	
  have	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  save	
  your	
  progress	
  and	
  resume	
  completing	
  the	
  
form	
  at	
  a	
  later	
  time;	
  however,	
  you	
  may	
  still	
  want	
  to	
  complete	
  and	
  save	
  your	
  answers	
  
offline.	
  	
  

• Double	
  check	
  your	
  answers	
  before	
  submitting	
  them.	
  Once	
  a	
  pre-­‐proposal	
  is	
  
submitted	
  you	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  make	
  any	
  changes.	
  

• Submissions	
  made	
  after	
  the	
  Friday,	
  September	
  9th	
  deadline	
  will	
  be	
  rejected.	
  
	
  
If	
  you	
  have	
  questions,	
  please	
  contact	
  the	
  Grants	
  Program	
  Manager	
  at	
  grants@ncidea.org.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  







	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  



	
  


